
BUILDING OWNER
Start

Obtain agreement in 
WRITING 

Serve a Notice on Adjoining Owner 
stating your proposed intention.   

Give ONE Month's Notice

Commence works 

?
No

Is SECTION 1 - Building on a 
boundary applicable.

Yes

?
No

Is SECTION 2 - Works affecting 
a Party Wall applicable.

Yes

?
No

Is SECTION 6 - Works within 
3m & 6m applicable.

Yes

The Act does 
not apply.

Serve a Notice on Adjoining Owner 
stating your proposed intention.  

Give TWO Month's Notice

?
No

Does Adjoining Owner 
respond within 14 days.

Yes

?
No

Adjoining Owner agrees to 
the works.

Yes?

No

Adjoining Owner appoints 
Surveyors within 10 days.

Yes

Appoint a Party Wall 
Surveyor to act for you.       

You cannot act for yourself.

Request in writing that 
Adjoining Owner appoints a 

Surveyor within 10 days.

Appoint Surveyor                   
on their behalf.

The Adjoining Owner has the right to 
appoint a Surveyor to act for him.

Both you and the Adjoining Owner 
can appoint the same Surveyor, this 

is called the Agreed Surveyor.

Appointed Surveyors will 
proceed with the requirements 

of the Act.  They MUST now 
select a Third Surveyor.

?

No

You ARE happy with the 
actions/progress of the      

two Surveyors.

Yes

*Third Surveyor will resolve 
the matter.

?

No

You ARE happy with the 
Award produced by the  

Surveyors.

Yes

Take the Award to the County Court 
within 14 days of receipt

?
No

You ARE happy with    
actions/progress of the 

Agreed Surveyor.

Yes

**The Act makes no provision for 
complaint when using an Agreed 
Surveyor. However you may have 

reason to dismiss them under 
section 10 (3) of the Act.

Dismiss and start the 
whole process again.

The Faculty of Party Wall Surveyors 
Tel: 01424 883300      www.fpws.org.uk 
Email: enq@fpws.org.uk

* The Third Surveyor may be called upon to 
resolve issues during any stage of the process.

** For the reason stated above an Agreed 
Surveyor is not a generally advisable route.
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Write to the Third Surveyor 
detailing your concerns.

Party Wall etc. Act 1996 - Building Owner - What do I need to do?
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